
What degree should I choose? BSc or MSci? Industry, 

Study Abroad or International Experience…?

• BSc: A three year course for those with a keen general interest in physics who will use their

skills in a variety of careers.

• MSci: This four year course is primarily intended to prepare you for a career in academia,

research or industry.

• Single honours: These degrees are suited to students whose core interest is physics, and the

range of options allows specific focus on certain areas.

• Joint honours: If your interest is split between physics and other disciplines, these degrees

allow you to crossover into other areas.

Several of the single honours MSci courses have a component away in your third year: 

• Industrial Experience - you work on a paid physics-based placement;

• Physics with Study Abroad in a Modern Language - at one of our partner Universities,

normally in France, Germany, Italy or Spain (taught in the language of the country).

• Physics with International Experience degree – English language placements at a partner

university internationally, recent examples include Denmark and Hong Kong.

Flexibility is a key feature of our degree programmes. You may transfer between 

programmes, and select from a range of units to build a degree which suits your interests.

Dr Rakhi Mahbubani,

MSci Physics

After Bristol Rakhi took a PhD at 

Harvard, followed by research 

positions at Fermilab and at 

CERN working with the LHC.

If you’re unsure which course to choose, speak to some of our staff and students!

Single Honours Joint Honours

BSc
• Physics
• Physics with Astrophysics
• Physics with Computing

• Mathematics and Physics
• Chemical Physics
• Physics and Philosophy

MSci

• Physics
• Physics with Astrophysics
• Theoretical Physics
• Physics with Industrial Experience
• Physics with International

Experience
• Physics with Innovation
• Physics with Study Abroad in a

Modern Language
• Physics with Computing
• Physics with Computing with

Industrial Experience

• Mathematics and Physics
• Chemical Physics
• Physics and Philosophy

• Transfers to and from joint honours programmes may be possible

at the end of the first year.

• It is often possible to transfer between single honours degrees up

to the end of the second year.

Which degree will inspire you?
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